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tion for the son now dead, dead without once hav-
ing discovered his father's heart.

While Montaigne thought that a witch-burning
or an auto da fe implies a high esteem for our
own conjectures, he would apply a like criticism
to those who disturb a commonwealth for the sake
of a supposed reformation of the faith, or a polit-
ical theory. Outrages against humanity, during
the troubles in France, were by no means confined
to the royal army or the League. Montaigne dis-
trusted novelty, whatever pretentious promises it
may make, and he believed that the great evils
which he had seen growing and spreading in his
own country warranted his distrust. He had a
sense of the complex and delicate contexture of
society, so gradual in its formation, so liable to
injury, so difficult to repair, and this tended to
make him rather bear existing ills than, in the
hope of amending them, fly to others perhaps
more desperate. " Freely to speak my thought, it
seems to me to argue a great self-love and pre-
sumption to be so fond of one's own opinions that
in order to establish them a public peace must be
overthrown, so many inevitable evils must be in-
troduced, with so dreadful a corruption of man-
ners as civil wars and the mutations of states in
matters of high concern bring in their train, and
all this in a country that is our own. Can there
be worse husbandry than to summon into exist-
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